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Preview: November 19 at Minnesota

By: Walt Ruff & Peter Dewar

Canes Record: 13-5-1 (27 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan
Division)

Canes Last Game: 3-1 Win over the Boston Bruins on
Monday, Nov. 17

Wild Record: 9-7-4 (22 Points, T-5th - Central Division)

Wild Last Game: 3-2 OT Win over the Vegas Golden Knights
on Sunday, Nov. 16

Last Time Out...

Pyotr Kochetkov came within 10 seconds of a shutout on
Monday, stopping 27 out of 28 shots faced in a 3-1 win at TD
Garden.

Defenseman Joel Nystrom had the first multi-point night of
his NHL career, providing two primary helpers.

Forward Taylor Hall also had a pair of points, including a
highlight-reel goal in the third period.

Road Ready...

Carolina continues a four-game road swing this evening
amid an impressive start to its set of games away from
Lenovo Center.

Monday's win in Boston marked the Canes' seventh win in
their first 10 away games this season. Only once in franchise
history has the club bettered that mark through 10 road
matchups, when it won eight to open the 2021-22 slate.

Leading the NHL in shots per game on the road this
season (34.1), Carolina will look to keep it rolling in another
hostile environment tonight in St. Paul.

Let's Chat...

The Hurricanes could welcome Jalen Chatfield back to the
lineup as he nears his return from an injury sustained in
Carolina's last meeting with Minnesota.

Speaking to reporters after practice yesterday, Rod
Brind'Amour said he expects the blueliner back at some
point in the next three games, if not tonight: "He's been out
for a little while, but | think if he's not in (Wednesday), I'm
sure it'll be on this road trip at some point."

In Net...

Prior to Saturday, the Canes had evenly distributed the
workload in their three-man goalie rotation between Frederik

Andersen, Brandon Bussi, and Pyotr Kochetkov since all
three became healthy and available. Saturday would have
been Bussi's turn, but instead the team elected to go with
Andersen again, who had just started Tuesday against
Washington. On Monday, they went with Kochetkov in
Boston.

With that in mind, the team will likely either go with
Andersen or Bussi tonight.

Bussi's last appearance saw him backstop a 5-4 win over
the Toronto Maple Leafs on Nov. 9. The 27-year-old stopped
16 of 20 shots to earn his fourth win in five career starts.
Andersen suffered an overtime loss on Saturday against the
Oilers.

On The Other Side...

4-0-1 in its last five games, Minnesota's last regulation
loss came to Carolina when it visited Lenovo Center on Nov.
6.

During that five-game run, 23-year-old backstop Jesper
Wallstedt has been stellar, winning his three starts and going
a perfect 64-for-64 in his last two outings. On the year,
Wallstedt ranks second in both GAA (2.10) and save
percentage (.924) among all NHL netminders.

Forward Kirill Kaprizov is having another stellar season,
producing 23 points in 20 games and helping the power play
convert on 26.0% of their tries, fourth-best among all NHL
teams.

Injury Updates...

Forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi left the game on Nov. 14 with
a lower-body concern. Rod Brind'’Amour said on Nov. 15 that
the injury is not considered long-term.

Defenseman Charles Alexis Legault suffered a cut to his
hand via a skate blade on Nov. 9 and underwent surgery to
repair lacerated tendons on Nov. 10. He is expected to miss
three to four months.

Defenseman Jalen Chatfield entered concussion protocol
on Nov. 6 and was placed on injured reserve on Nov. 8. He
returned to practice with the team on Nov. 18 and is
expected to play "at some point" during the team's current
road trip.

Defenseman Jaccob Slavin (lower-body injury) will be "out
for a while," as of Oct. 14. He was placed on IR on Oct. 21
and, as of Oct. 27, was "still a ways away" from returning.
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Injury Report: Chatfield Nearing Return

By: Peter Dewar

ST. PAUL, Minn. - Jalen Chatfield returned to practice with
the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday, skating with the group
for the first time since sustaining an upper-body injury on
Nov. 6.

An illegal check to the head from Minnesota's Tyler Pitlick
left the Canes' blueliner down on the ice for an extended
period before getting up and heading down the tunnel under
his own power. Chatfield entered the NHL's concussion
protocol and was then placed on injured reserve on Nov. 8.

Now, after skating intermittently on his own for the last week
and rejoining the larger group on Tuesday, Chatfield could
be in line to face off against the Wild 13 days after his early
exit against them in Raleigh.

"Obviously, it means he's closer," said Canes Head Coach
Rod Brind'Amour. "It's going to be his call, so we'll see. He's
been out for a little while, but | think if he's not in
(Wednesday), I'm sure it'll be on this road trip at some point."

Chatfield's injury is just the latest for a recovering Canes blue
line that has seen just two members - Alexander Nikishin and
Sean Walker - skate in all 19 games thus far. But despite the
absences, a rotating cast of rookies and veterans has
continued to hold down the fort.

From 23-year-old Joel Nystrom, Carolina's 2021 seventh-
round pick whose impact is growing on a nightly basis, to 32-
year-old Mike Reilly, it's been a group effort to steady the
ship while awaiting mainstays like Chatfield, Shayne
Gostisbehere and K'Andre Miller to rejoin the lineup.

Of course, Jaccob Slavin's presence remains sorely missed
on the blue line. The star rearguard has not played since
Oct. 11 as he works through a lower-body injury that plagued
him during training camp.

On Nov. 14, Canes GM Eric Tulsky provided an update on
Slavin's status while speaking to Scott Laughlin and Gord
Stellick on Sirius XM's NHL Morning Skate.

"He's working through his rehab. It's sort of week-by-week;
he's making progress. We are trying to play it conservatively
and make sure we don't have another setback," said Tulsky.

"It just takes some time, and you want to make sure you're
doing it the right way and positioning yourself to have a good
stretch run into the playoffs. So we're going through that time
right now where he's building things up and making sure he's
ready to play, making sure that when he gets back, he's
good to go."
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NHL Bubble Watch: Projecting playoff hopes for all 32 teams - ESPN

By: Greg Wyshynski

The NHL playoff bubble is pretty much the size of that one
Glinda flies around in during "Wicked."

Heading into Tuesday night, no team in the East was more
than four points out of the wild-card spot. In the West, all but
three teams were within three points of a playoff spot. If the
NHL is striving for parity, this has been an ideal start.

The NHL Bubble Watch is our monthly check-in on the
Stanley Cup playoff races using playoff probabilities and
points projections from Stathletes for all 32 teams. We also
reveal which teams shouldn't worry about any of this
because they're lottery-bound already.

This month, we're also looking at points of concern early this
season for teams inside and outside the bubble.

But first, a look at the current playoff bracket:
Current playoff bracket

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Tampa Bay Lightning
M2 New Jersey Devils vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins
A1 Detroit Red Wings vs. WC1 New York Islanders
A2 Boston Bruins vs. A3 Montreal Canadiens

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Seattle Kraken

C2 Dallas Stars vs. C3 Winnipeg Jets

P1 Anaheim Ducks vs. WC1 Chicago Blackhawks
P2 Vegas Golden Knights vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings
ATLANTIC DIVISION

The locks

Tampa Bay Lightning

Record: 10-7-2, 22 points

Playoff chances: 95.1%

The Stathletes model still loves the Lightning despite an
inconsistent start. A lot of that can be chalked up to a torrent
of injuries to players such as forwards Anthony Cirelli and
Nick Paul, and defensemen Victor Hedman and Ryan
McDonagh. Less understandable has been star center
Brayden Point's inability to hit the score sheet with his typical
consistency during his first 18 games of the season.

All of these factors have contributed to the Lightning's power
play sputtering to 29th in the NHL this season, which is a
huge reason their offense ranked 17th after 18 games. Since
2022, Tampa Bay's power play (26.6%) was second only to
Connor McDavid and the Oilers (27.8%) in conversion rate.

There's a reason the Lightning were a popular pick to win the
Atlantic, and Stathletes still has them projected for 103 points
this season. They can be an elite team when healthy and
playing to their full potential.

Cause for concern: After the Vancouver Canucks rallied with
six straight goals to beat the Lightning in Tampa last
weekend, coach Jon Cooper lamented that his team clearly
rested on its early lead, comparing the matchup to "the
tortoise and the hare." There have been a few too many
instances where the Lightning haven't kept their foot on the
gas.

Yes, it's early. Yes, a healthy veteran lineup should correct
that. But you want to see the killer instinct of a team like
Colorado when it comes to what many believe could be the
beast of the East this season. And the Lightning haven't
necessarily found that yet.

Work to do

Ottawa Senators
Record: 9-6-4, 22 points
Playoff chances: 60.4%

The Senators got three games out of Brady Tkachuk before
their captain was sidelined with a thumb injury, having last
played on Oct. 13. Ottawa has gone 8-4-4 in his absence,
which is admirable considering how much Tkachuk is the
team's engine. Balance has been the name of the game.

Ottawa is still giving up more goals on average than it's
scoring, but it is finding ways to win games. Tim Stutzle (10
goals in 19 games) has been great, as have Drake
Batherson (18 points in 16 games) and Shane Pinto, who
earned a new contract with a strong offensive start. The
Senators have eight different players in double digits in
points through 19 games and have gotten goals from 17
different players.

Analytically, they're outscoring their expected goals at 5-on-
5. The trouble is, they're worse defensively than their
expected goals against per 60 minutes, which ranks second
in the league. That's because ...
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Cause for concern: ... their goaltending has been a horror
show. Through 19 games, both Linus Ulimark (minus-8 goals
saved above expected) and Leevi Merilainen (minus-2.6) are
underwater analytically, and their traditional stats aren't any
better, as both netminders had save percentages under .875.

Ulimark has played slightly better recently, but things with
rookie Merilainen were so bumpy that he was demoted to the
AHL for a bit to locate his game.

Florida Panthers
Record: 10-8-1, 21 points
Playoff chances: 47.7%

The Panthers had one prime directive to start the season:
Tread water until the reinforcements arrive.

Florida knows it'll get Matthew Tkachuk back in either
December or January after he underwent surgery on his
groin. Maybe forwards Tomas Nosek and Jonah Gadjovich
and defenseman Dmitry Kulikov will return later in the
season. Perhaps the Panthers' prayers are answered and
star captain Aleksander Barkov comes back to the lineup
after a freak preseason injury that required surgery to repair
the ACL and MCL in his right knee.

Whatever happens, Florida's hopes for a dynastic Stanley
Cup three-peat -- the first one since the New York Islanders
won four straight Cups in the 1980s -- rest on the Panthers
not digging an early-season hole in the standings. They've
successfully avoided that through 19 games, earning a .553
points percentage.

The Panthers' MVP this season has easily been the Rat King
himself, Brad Marchand. The 37-year-old had 23 points in his
first 18 games, including a team-leading 13 goals. His
partnership with center Anton Lundell saw them go from an
essential checking line during last season's Cup run to the
team's top scoring line in Tkachuk's absence.

Cause for concern: There's a reason no one has captured
three Stanley Cups in three straight seasons since the days
of Mike Bossy and Denis Potvin. There are a lot of miles on
some of these Panthers' tires, especially when you consider
they also made a run to the Stanley Cup Final before their
back-to-back Cups. There's already been a wave of injuries
this season.

If Florida makes the postseason cut, it's foolish to believe it
couldn't pull off the three-peat, because this team seems to
have been designed in a lab to win in the playoffs. But it'll be
four years of this grind, and that's a lot of grinding.

play

0:26

Brad Marchand tallies goal vs. Canucks
Brad Marchand tallies goal vs. Canucks
Montreal Canadiens

Record: 10-6-3, 23 points

Playoff chances: 47.3%

After a surprising return to the Stanley Cup playoffs last
season, the Canadiens picked up where they left off with a
potent offense (sixth in scoring through 18 games)

overcoming a somewhat porous defense (25th). Their top
line of Cole Caufield, Nick Suzuki and Juraj Slafkovsky is
among the best in the NHL, with Suzuki (21 points in 18
games) and Caufield (13 goals) both making early
declarative statements to make their respective Olympic
teams.

The next wave of Canadiens has made an impact, too.
Defenseman Lane Hutson built on his Calder Trophy win
with 14 points in 18 games. Winger lvan Demidov, this
season's Calder favorite, has started strong.

Perhaps most importantly, rookie goalie Jakub Dobes has
been outstanding as veteran netminder Sam Montembeault
has struggled mightily out of the gate.

Cause for concern: Injuries, injuries and more injuries.
Center Kirby Dach will miss the next four to six weeks with a
fractured foot. Defenseman Kaiden Guhle could miss up to
10 weeks after undergoing an adductor muscle surgery.
Forward Alex Newhook will miss the next four months
because of a broken ankle.

The trio joined an injury list that already included scoring
winger Patrik Laine, who will miss at least three months after
core muscle surgery.

Detroit Red Wings
Record: 12-7-1, 25 points
Playoff chances: 34.9%

For years, the debate around Dylan Larkin has been whether
he was a true No. 1 center. After an eye-opening
performance at the 4 Nations Face-Off last season, Larkin
has answered that question with a brilliant first 19 games of
the season, with 11 goals and 12 assists as the Red Wings'
early-season MVP.

The Red Wings' offense should be better than their
production. They're ninth in expected goals per 60 minutes at
5-on-5 but rank 26th in goals scored. Getting Patrick Kane
back from injury has helped, but Detroit needs to find a little
more help beyond its consistent offensive options such as
Alex DeBrincat and Lucas Raymond.

Cause for concern: Wait, wasn't John Gibson supposed to
be the answer in goal when GM Steve Yzerman acquired
him from Anaheim? Gibson has been outplayed by
incumbent Cam Talbot this season, sporting a .875 save
percentage in 11 starts and playing to slightly below
replacement levels.

Long shots at best
Toronto Maple Leafs
Record: 9-9-2, 20 points
Playoff chances: 24.9%

Life without Mitch Marner has proved difficult for this Maple
Leafs team, which had a .474 points percentage entering
Tuesday night's games, tied for last in the conference.
Marner is not irreplaceable, but there was zero chance this
season's Maple Leafs were going to sufficiently replace his
regular-season contributions on both ends of the ice.

They can still score, as their goals per game through 19
games was higher than last season's average. William
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Nylander has been brilliant again, with 26 points in 16
games. John Tavares has 11 goals in 19 games. But a team
that finished eighth in the NHL in goals against per game last
season under Craig Berube ranks 31st this season. Injuries
to forward Scott Laughton, defenseman Chris Tanev and
goalie Joseph Woll have contributed to that. Also not helping
matters is goalie Anthony Stolarz being unable to find a
groove, playing well below replacement level with an .884
save percentage.

The critics are out for the Leafs already in Toronto, with
some questioning if this roster is playoff-worthy. The heat on
Berube was turned up so high that GM Brad Treliving had to
give a vote of confidence. (Uh-oh.) This is what happens
when the Blue Jays' playoff run ends.

Cause for concern: Easily the biggest cause for concern is
Auston Matthews. The star center had nine goals and five
assists in 17 games before leaving the lineup with a lower-
body injury. The Leafs experienced life with a diminished
Matthews last season, when he scored 33 goals in 67 games
after scoring 69 goals in 81 games in 2023-24. If Toronto is
going to rally for a playoff berth, it needs its MVP in the
lineup and playing like one.

Buffalo Sabres
Record: 7-8-4, 18 points
Playoff chances: 11.2%

The Sabres are seeking their first playoff berth since 2011,
and it was starting to look like that streak would remain very
much intact. But a couple of wins over the Red Wings and
the Edmonton Oilers have Buffalo trending in the right
direction again.

Tage Thompson has been on a scoring heater. Rasmus
Dahlin returned to the team after tending to a personal
matter. Some of the young players in the supporting cast
have started to contribute more.

Offensively, the Sabres are just outside the top 10 in
expected goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, but they have
some work to do in puck possession, ranking around 25th in
percentage of shot attempts.

Cause for concern: The Sabres are tap-dancing on a land
mine when it comes to their goaltending, behind a defense
that still yields too much at even strength. Can Alex Lyon be
counted on throughout this season? Is Ukko-Pekka
Luukkonen part of the solution or potential trade bait? And
what to make of rookie Colten Ellis, whose starts have either
been Calder-worthy or cringe? (And whither Devon Levi?)

Boston Bruins
Record: 12-9-0, 24 points
Playoff chances: 3.2%

Again, it must be stressed that this is what the Stathletes
model currently projects as the Bruins' playoff chances,
despite this team being in second place in its division after
Tuesday's games.

New coach Marco Sturm played five seasons with the
Bruins, three of them in the defensive system of Claude
Julien. He was inspired by Julien's layers of defensive zone
coverage, adopting that system for himself. But Sturm

tweaked that philosophy to include man-on-man defense to
better pressure puck carriers. So far, the results are ... well,
it's a work in progress. The Bruins are 26th in the NHL in
expected goals against, and they're 27th in shot attempts
against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5.

Luckily, a full training camp did goaltender Jeremy Swayman
some good. Through 12 games, he had over nine goals
saved above average and eight wins. Offensively, the Bruins
have been one of the surprises of the league, with 3.35 goals
per game through 20 games. Although 18 different players
have a goal this season, it's been the Morgan Geekie and
David Pastrnak show. Geekie proved wrong his doubters
who thought that last season was a fluke, scoring 12 goals in
21 games. Pasta continues to be one of hockey's elite
scorers with 11 goals. Combined, they have 44 points on the
season.

Cause for concern: Can two players carry an entire offense?
Geekie and Pastrnak are the only players to score more than
six goals through 21 games this season. It's never a good

sign when a team's offense can be better defined as a "duo."

METROPOLITAN DIVISION
The locks

Carolina Hurricanes
Record: 13-5-1, 27 points
Playoff chances: 99.6%

The Hurricanes don't have an offensive superstar like Mikko
Rantanen, but they might have the best offensive depth that
they've had under head coach Rod Brind'amour. Carolina
was averaging 3.62 goals per game through 19 games, led
by Seth Jarvis (10 goals) and Sebastian Aho (18 points) but
buoyed by Taylor Hall, Logan Stankoven and Nikolaj Ehlers,
all players who arrived in Raleigh in the past calendar year.
Second-year man Jackson Blake has also taken a significant
leap in production.

Meanwhile, they're still playing Brind'Amour-quality defense
despite star blueliner Jaccob Slavin having been limited to
just two games because of injuries, and K'Andre Miller
missing a half-dozen games as well.

Cause for concern: Will that offensive depth eventually be
enough to break through the Eastern Conference into the
Stanley Cup Final, or will we continue to have those "what if"
conversations about another Brind'’Amour team that couldn't
produce a key goal at a key time in the postseason?

Washington Capitals

Record: 9-8-2, 20 points

Playoff chances: 90.4%

The Stathletes model likes the Capitals quite a bit.

If this is Alex Ovechkin's final season -- and despite a
disturbing amount of jersey swaps with other NHL stars, that
hasn't been decided yet -- coach Spencer Carbery's team
seems determined to make it another playoff year for its
captain.

The Capitals continue to chug along with a combination of
dependable veterans, energizing young players and solid
team defense in front of outstanding goaltending. Ovechkin
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scored goal No. 900 and is starting to heat up. Their leading
scorer has been Tom Wilson (nine goals, nine assists), who
is down bad to earn a Canadian Olympic team spot.

But their MVP has been goalie Logan Thompson, who might
not have the same stunning won-loss record as last season
but has better overall numbers in this campaign.

Cause for concern: Despite having Ovechkin blasting pucks
from his office, the Capitals' power play has been a point of
concern for Carbery for the past two seasons. It ranked 30th
in the league through 19 games this season, and it's missing
the injured Pierre-Luc Dubois, who was tied for fifth on the
team in power-play points last season.

Work to do

New York Rangers
Record: 10-9-2, 22 points
Playoff chances: 87.8%

The Stathletes model loves the Rangers' playoff chances
despite an unbalanced start to their season. And by
"unbalanced" we're of course referring to the fact that they
were 1-7-1 at home and 9-1-1 on the road in their first 20
games, which is a heck of a thing.

It took a minute for the scoring stats of some of the Rangers'
top players to catch up to their analytics. Players such as
Alexis Lafreniere, Artemi Panarin and Will Cuylle are starting
to hit their marks, with Cuylle beginning to look more like the
Chris Kreider replacement he was billed to become. Perhaps
he can help jump-start J.T. Miller, whose seven even-
strength points in his first 20 games is one of the season's
most curious numbers.

The good news as always for the Rangers: The goaltending
of Igor Shesterkin and Jonathan Quick can paper over a lot
of deficiencies on this team.

Cause for concern: It remains the Rangers' depth, which
really gets exposed when the big dogs aren't barking. They
are a team with solid top-six forwards, a fantastic top
defensive paring of Adam Fox (quieting critics) and Vladislav
Gavrikov (worth the investment) and then not enough behind
them -- at least not yet -- to make this group a real contender
for the Cup, even if its regular-season prospects are solid.

New York Islanders
Record: 11-7-2, 24 points
Playoff chances: 56.6%

With Matthew Schaefer, all things are possible. The 18-year-
old first pick was like a shot of adrenaline to the heart of this
franchise, both in his charismatic personality and his stellar
play by any standard, let alone a rookie's. Schaefer had 15
points in 19 games to start his NHL career, second on the
Islanders. His skating and offense have earned him early
comparisons to Cale Makar. He has been that good.

Schaefer has grabbed the headlines, but the Islanders have
had a handful of strong starts to put them in the playoff
conversation, including Bo Horvat (12 goals in 19 games),
Mathew Barzal (15 points in 18 games) and especially Emil
Heineman (nine goals), who arrived from Montreal in the
Noah Dobson trade.

Cause for concern: llya Sorokin has 8.8 goals saved above
expected in 13 games because the Islanders' 5-on-5 defense
in front of him has been leaky -- 29th in the NHL in expected
goals against per 60 minutes, and generating only 48.5% of
the shot attempts. They must turn those underlying numbers
around to contend in the East.

play
0:56

Matthew Schaefer makes NHL history with OT winner for
Islanders

Matthew Schaefer becomes the youngest player in NHL
history to score an overtime goal in the regular season.

Columbus Blue Jackets
Record: 10-8-2, 22 points
Playoff chances: 50.1%

There are so many things about the Blue Jackets that one
loves to see so far this season.

Winger Kirill Marchenko's star keeps rising with 22 points in
19 games. Ditto forwards Dmitri Voronkov (16 points) and
Adam Fantilli (13 points). Defenseman Zach Werenski,
Norris Trophy runner-up last season, is off to another strong
start. Young goalie Jet Greaves could be the solution in net
they've been waiting for.

Cause for concern: But what do these parts add up to? The
Jackets still have trouble defending, with their surprisingly
stout goaltending overcoming some wonky D-zone metrics.
Their special teams, in particular their penalty kill (26th), are
in the bottom third of the league.

Again, there are a lot of things to like about Columbus and
it's an easy team to root for. But does coach Dean Evason
have a playoff team on his hands or one that'll just hang
around the bubble?

Pittsburgh Penguins
Record: 10-5-4, 24 points
Playoff chances: 41.8%

The Penguins' 10-5-4 start has them in a playoff spot 19
games into the season, which has significantly reduced the
speculation about the futures of Sidney Crosby and Evgeni
Malkin. They want to play in the playoffs. If the Penguins are
good enough to offer them a legitimate chance of doing so,
they're likely not leaving Pittsburgh this season.

Of course, they're also the primary reason the Penguins are
pushing for the postseason. Malkin, in a contract year, had
23 points through 19 games. Crosby led the team, and
nearly the league, with 12 goals. Through a variety of
linemates and lineups, the Penguins' two franchise icons are
willing this team to relevance.

Cause for concern: Is this real? Crosby had openly talked
about how the Penguins didn't rebuild on the fly the way the
Capitals did around Ovechkin. So far, Pittsburgh's young
supporting cast has provided enough around the veteran
core to make things work under new coach Dan Muse.

But the Penguins are getting better defensive results than
their metrics would predict, thanks to the second-best team



@

o

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS - November 19, 2025

save percentage in the NHL (.915). To which we ask again:
Is this real?

Philadelphia Flyers
Record: 9-6-3, 21 points
Playoff chances: 27.2%

In some ways, the Flyers are a very similar team to the one
that predated new coach Rick Tocchet's arrival. They don't
earn the majority of shot attempts. They are fairly good
defensively at 5-on-5, although with a propensity to get stuck
in their own zone a bit too much. Luckily, goalie Dan Vladar
(.909 save percentage in 11 games) has been one of the
offseason's best pickups, giving the Flyers saves they
weren't getting last season.

Where Tocchet has made an impact is in giving this retooling
team some structure, which helps in suppressing shots but at
the sacrifice of some offense. It's a tough team to play
against, but perhaps not a dangerous enough one.

Cause for concern: The Flyers' best offensive player this
season is a flashy trick-shot artist with a dynamic offensive
game. That this player is Trevor Zegras -- scoring more than
a point per game -- and not Matvei Michkov is a bit of a
surprise. But it's been bumpy ride for Michkov in his second
season, with inconsistent play and fluctuating ice time that
included being benched by Tocchet. That tough love is
designed to make him a better player. But in the short term,
the Flyers need the kind of production Michkov had last
season.

New Jersey Devils
Record: 13-5-1, 27 points
Playoff chances: 21.8%

| was sort of baffled by the playoff probability here, as the
Devils are tied atop the Metro Division, but had playoff odds
in the neighborhood of the St. Louis Blues and Red Wings.

The way the Stathletes' model works, the probability is based
on the current lineup for the full season. Which means a
Devils team without Jack Hughes, who needed surgery on
his hand after a "freak accident" at a recent team dinner. In
reality, if Hughes is out for eight weeks, that means he'd
miss around 50% of their remaining games. The probability
then would be more in the neighborhood of 45% rather than
this dire prediction.

The Devils are going to miss Hughes greatly, considering
what an incredible start he had. Regrettably but
understandably, they have learned to play without him, as
they did last season when Hughes missed the last month
and a half while the Devils scratched and clawed to make the
playoff cut. That's especially true of winger Jesper Bratt, who
had 16 points in the 13 games after Hughes was injured last
season.

Cause for concern: One way to get through the Jack-less
part of the schedule would be for the Devils to rely on their
goaltending. But Jacob Markstrom remains a goaltender who
can't be trusted. He has an .870 save percentage in eight
starts, with a minus-2.1 goals saved above expected. He has
been outplayed by crease-mate Jake Allen. Markstrom has a
higher ceiling and could carry this team if he gets hot. But the

Devils will settle for him to be consistent enough to make this
tandem something better than 11th in team save percentage.

CENTRAL DIVISION
The locks

Colorado Avalanche
Record: 13-1-5, 31 points
Playoff chances: 99.9%

Just 19 games into the season, there is a 0.01% chance the
Avalanche don't make the playoffs. They'll probably take
those odds.

The Avs have one regulation loss in their first 19 games.
ONE! The Bruins beat them 3-2 on Oct. 25 thanks to 31
saves from Jeremy Swayman. Otherwise, it's been all
victories and post-regulation losses for the Central Division
leaders.

Entering Tuesday night, Colorado led the league in goals
scored (4.11 per game, the only NHL team scoring four or
more on average) and goals-against average (2.37 per
game). Nathan MacKinnon led the league in goals (14) and
points (33) and plus-minus (plus-19). Cale Makar led all
defensemen in points (25). Sixteen different Avs had scored
at least a goal this season.

Meanwhile, journeyman goalie Scott Wedgewood was a
revelation through 15 games, going 11-1-2 while Mackenzie
Blackwood worked his way back from injury.

Colorado is the NHL's best team about a quarter way
through the season, and there's still room for improvement.

Cause for concern: Let's assume that the team's power play
(16.7%) eventually finds its groove and focus on two players
who haven't sprinted out of the gate for Colorado. Brock
Nelson, who signed a new deal with the Avalanche after they
acquired him from the Islanders at the trade deadline last
season, has nine points in 19 games. Captain Gabriel
Landeskog remains of the NHL's greatest feel-good stories,
but he has just six points in 21 games while skating 13:41 on
average.

Dallas Stars
Record: 12-5-3, 27 points
Playoff chances: 87.4%

When it comes to the Stars, it's been interesting to see what
hasn't gotten the full attention of the NHL. Like the fact that
Mikko Rantanen, whose status as a superstar player was
debated during his dual trades last season, had 26 points in
19 games, good for sixth in the NHL in points-per-game
average (1.37). Or that Jason Robertson, mentioned more in
trade rumors than anywhere else last season, has 23 points
for the Stars. Or that Wyatt Johnston, last seen not scoring in
the playoffs, leads the team with 11 goals.

Under new head coach Glen Gulutzan, the Stars are in the
top 10 in both offense and defense, with both Jake Oettinger
and Casey DeSmith playing well in goal. They've overcome
some injuries and rougher starts for players to become
entrenched in second place in the Central.

Cause for concern: The Stars' defensive depth wasn't all that
deep to begin with before losing standout Thomas Harley,
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who is week-to-week with a lower-body injury. With Nils
Lundkvist also on long-term injured reserve, that lack of
depth is being tested early for Dallas. When Harley does
return, the Stars hope it's with a better run of play than his
first 18 games, in which he scored one goal and skated to a
minus-7.

Work to do

Minnesota Wild

Record: 9-7-4, 22 points
Playoff chances: 82.7%

Whether Kirill Kaprizov is worth $17 million against the salary
cap annually remains a debate worth having, especially
when one considers the contracts signed in the aftermath of
that megadeal. What can't be disputed is his offensive
acumen and how vital it is to the Wild. Kaprizov led the team
with 23 points, including 11 goals, in their first 20 games of
the season.

Matt Boldy (21 points, including 10 goals) and his linemate
Marcus Johansson (17 points) were the Wild's other leading
scorers. Rookie defenseman Zeev Buium (10 points) has
helped juice their power play to fourth in the NHL.

One of the more intriguing developments for the Wild is the
start for Jesper Wallstedt, the team's perpetual "goalie of the
future." Perhaps the future is now: He won four of his first six
starts with a stellar .924 save percentage and two shutouts.
The Wild are the fifth-best team in 5-on-5 goals against per
60 minutes.

Cause for concern: Alas, they were 32nd in the NHL in goals
per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 through 20 games (1.79). There's a
significant drop-off after those top three scorers. The Wild
have dealt with some injuries up front, including one to
center Marco Rossi that has him week-to-week. That
obviously has played a role in this, but overall it's been a
sputtering offensive start for Minnesota.

Utah Mammoth
Record: 10-7-3, 22 points
Playoff chances: 78.5%

The Mammoth were picked by many to make the playoffs in
their second season in Salt Lake City, and they've been in
the playoff mix through 19 games. They're getting offensive
contributions from veterans such as Nick Schmaltz (22
points) and Clayton Keller (18 points) and their outstanding
younger stars such as Logan Cooley and Dylan Guenther
(both with 15 points). Forward JJ Peterka, acquired from
Buffalo last offseason, has hit his marks as well (13 points).

Cause for concern: The Mammoth should be better
defensively at 5-on-5 than they've been, based on the
analytics. But Vitek Vanecek (.875) and Karel Vejmelka
(.883) haven't played up to expectations, with both in the
negative in wins above replacement, per Evolving Hockey.

Winnipeg Jets
Record: 12-7-0, 24 points
Playoff chances: 74.9%

Once again, the Jets' holy trinity of Mark Scheifele (24
points), Kyle Connor (10 goals) and Josh Morrissey (19

points) is the driving offensive force for Winnipeg. Along with
Gabriel Vilardi (14 points) and Nino Niederreiter (11 points),
they're the only Jets to have double-digit points through 18
games.

Meanwhile, Connor Hellebuyck (.913 save percentage, 2.51
goals-against average) is pushing for a Vezina Trophy hat
trick as the Jets' last line of defense. His underlying numbers
indicate he's doing some heavy lifting: 12.5 goals saved
above expected in 14 games.

Cause for concern: The reason Hellebuyck has had to be so
good? The Jets have inexplicably been one of the worst 5-
on-5 teams, ranking 30th in the NHL in expected goals for
and against this season. That includes generating just 45%
of the shot attempts at 5-on-5. Looking back at last season,
this is all a bit stunning. Was Nikolaj Ehlers the secret sauce
after all?

play

0:40

Gabriel Vilardi wins it for the Jets in a shootout
Gabriel Vilardi wins it for the Jets in a shootout
Long shots at best

St. Louis Blues

Record: 6-9-5, 17 points

Playoff chances: 24.8%

Stathletes still gives the Blues a 1-in-4 chance of making the
Stanley Cup playoffs, which is probably news to the St. Louis
fans who are in a full-on panic about a team with a .421
points percentage after 19 games.

There isn't much that's working for the Blues right now. They
were 25th in the NHL in goals per game and 32nd in goals
against, with the league's worst goaltending so far (.861 save
percentage). No one on the roster averaged a point per
game. No one had cracked double digits in goals. Things are
... hot good.

Cause for concern: The Blues are 13th in expected goals
against this season, down from third in the NHL at 5-on-5
last season, but still the kind of thing you'd expect from a Jim
Montgomery team. The problem, again, is Jordan Binnington
(minus-8.4 goals saved above expected) and Joel Hofer
(minus-3.7) have been the league's worst goaltending
tandem through a quarter of the season, subverting any
positive momentum the Blues can generate defensively.

Lottery-bound

Nashville Predators
Record: 6-10-4, 16 points
Playoff chances: 3.0%

GM Barry Trotz recently said the Predators are in a
"transitional phase." That's a polite way of saying that the
team he built might have some uncomfortable conversations
and difficult decisions ahead of it after Nashville's second
straight bad start.

The Predators had a .400 points percentage after 20 games
this season. From losing defenseman Roman Josi to injury to
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another inexplicably putrid start for Steven Stamkos (four
goals in 20 games), few things have trended in the right
direction under head coach Andrew Brunette.

Cause for concern: At the start of the season, it looked like
the old Juuse Saros was back as the 30-year-old goalie was
seeking to rebound from his worst NHL season statistically.
But after 16 games, Saros had a .892 save percentage and
was on the wrong side of both goals saved above expected
and wins above replacement. The safety net had frayed,
again.

Chicago Blackhawks
Record: 10-5-4, 24 points
Playoff chances: 0.5%

Whether or not the Blackhawks make the playoffs matters
not. This season needed to show some proof of concept.
After 18 games, they've watched Connor Bedard dominate to
the tune of 26 points in 18 games, including 10 goals. (That'll
get Team Canada's attention.)

They've also seen Frank Nazar (12 points in 16 games)
show that he can be Bedard's offensive complement.
They've seen Spencer Knight, acquired from Florida in the
Seth Jones trade, play like a potential franchise goaltender
with a .924 save percentage in 13 games under new head
coach Jeff Blashill.

Cause for concern: Sam Rinzel is 20 years old with less than
30 games of NHL experience, so "concern" is a relative term
here. But the 6-4 rookie defenseman was expected to be a
significant contributor offensively this season, including as a
potential power-play quarterback. After 17 games, he had
one goal and two assists, having been already pulled from
the line for a mental reset. He's a terrifically talented player.
He'll be fine. But this was a rough start.

PACIFIC DIVISION

The locks

Vegas Golden Knights
Record: 9-4-6, 24 points
Playoff chances: 99.8%

The Stathletes model clearly believes that the Golden
Knights are much better than their very average start to the
season -- or at least that when the smoke clears in the
Pacific Division, they'll be in a playoff spot.

There have certainly been times this season when the
Golden Knights have looked formidable against good teams.
The performances from stars Jack Eichel (24 points in 18
games) and Mitch Marner (20 points) have been as
advertised, and Vegas has also gotten great starts from
Pavel Dorofeyev (11 goals), Tomas Hertl (15 points) and
Shea Theodore, who has played well as the new No. 1
defenseman after Alex Pietrangelo bowed out due to injury
this season.

But given their recent stumbles and some lineup absences,
there's a sense that the best is yet to come for the Golden
Knights.

Cause for concern: Injuries to key players is nothing new for
Vegas, but that doesn't make it any easier to play through
these absences.

Mark Stone last played on Oct. 18 before leaving the lineup
with a wrist injury. His absence impacts every facet of the
Knights' game. Ditto William Karlsson, who is week-to-week
with a lower-body injury. Starting goalie Adin Hill hasn't
played since Oct. 20. Ask the Knights and they'll tell you this
is nothing new, and that teams play through injuries every
season. But until they get these key performers back, it's
hard not to see Vegas as being stuck in neutral.

Los Angeles Kings
Record: 10-6-4, 24 points
Playoff chances: 83.4%

Anze Kopitar's decision to hang up the skates after this
season lends some urgency -- and perhaps a little
melancholy -- to the 2025-26 Kings campaign. GM Ken
Holland certainly managed the roster with a win-now attitude,
adding old Edmonton allies in winger Corey Perry (seven
goals) and defenseman Cody Ceci.

But overall, this is much the same group that's been unable
to overcome the Qilers in the first round of the playoffs.
Adrian Kempe (19 points in 20 games), Quinton Byfield (17
points) and Kevin Fiala (15 points) lead an offense for a team
that basically gives up as much as it scores at 5-on-5, but
one that ranks in the top six defensively at even strength.

Cause for concern: With 16 players age 29 or over on the
roster, the ability for the Kings to stay healthy is paramount.
They're going to be without defenseman Drew Doughty for a
couple of weeks due to a lower-body injury. Perry and
Kopitar have both missed time this season. Their team
defense and the goaltending of Darcy Kuemper should
hopefully help them through injury absences, as they're the
reason L.A. has a .600 points percentage to start the season.

Work to do

Edmonton Oilers
Record: 9-8-4, 22 points
Playoff chances: 75.9%

The Oilers and early-season panic over middling results ...
find a more perfect couple. Edmonton had a .524 points
percentage through its first 21 games, leaving some to
wonder if the Oilers would make the playoffs, let alone
advance to a third straight Stanley Cup Final. Connor
McDavid (30 points) and Leon Draisaitl (24 points) are
dragging this group through that early-season malaise, with
an assist by Jack Roslovic (seven goals), who has been a
great addition to the roster.

It's the same story as always for Edmonton, as Kris
Knoblauch coaches through injuries and middling
performances and mediocre goaltending to keep the Oilers
close enough that Connor and Leon can carry them into the
postseason. But how far can they go beyond that?

Cause for concern: Roslovic has been the exception to the
rule for the Oilers, as many of their player additions in the
past year haven't made much of an impact. (Looking at you,
Trent "one goal in 21 games" Frederic.) Young solutions on
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cheap contracts such as Matt Savoie and Isaac Howard
weren't ready to be the answer quite yet.

Overall, this roster seems diminished from previous editions,
and not just because it lost the worm-like whimsy of Corey
Perry. That's not a great thing to have happen when the
clock is ticking on McDavid's time in Edmonton.

Anaheim Ducks
Record: 12-6-1, 25 points
Playoff chances: 68.1%

The arrival of coach Joel Quenneville and winger Chris
Kreider helped supercharge the Ducks' offense. They
averaged 3.63 goals per game through 19 games, hanging a
touchdown on a few opponents along the way.

Kreider had 10 goals in 15 games, with five of them coming
on the power play. But the offensive parade in Disneyland
was led by burgeoning young stars Leo Carlsson (26 points,
including 11 goals) and Cutter Gauthier (22 points, including
12 goals) as well as Ducks mainstay Troy Terry (21 points).
Anaheim is never out of a game thanks to that offense.

Cause for concern: Unfortunately, the game has another
facet called "defense," and Quenneville has some work to do
there in order for the Ducks to be a real contender.

Entering Tuesday night, Anaheim was the second-worst
team in expected goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5,
and 25th in shot attempts surrendered. Lukas Dostal's
Vezina Trophy-worthy goaltending has papered over much of
this defensive deficiency, but that's not a sustainable model
for a playoff team in the West. The Ducks are young. They'll
improve. But they're not there defensively yet.

Long shots at best
Seattle Kraken

Record: 9-5-5, 23 points
Playoff chances: 9.9%

Lane Lambert's arrival behind the Kraken bench has given
the team better structure and more confidence early this
season. The Kraken have cut down on the high-danger
chances for opponents and have been near the top 10 in
expected goals against. That has helped their goalies to
seventh in the NHL in save percentage. When even Philipp
Grubauer's stats look good, you know the defense is doing
its job.

Seattle is getting enough offensive contributions from
veteran scorers such as Jaden Schwartz (14 points) and
Jordan Eberle (13 points) to sit second in the Pacific after 18
games, winning three games in overtime and picking up five
charity points.

Cause for concern: As much as Lambert's defensive
structure has benefitted the Kraken, their offense hasn't been
nearly as effective. Seattle ranked last in expected goals for
and 30th in goals per 60 minutes during this hot start.

Getting Jared McCann back from injury should help, as he
was limited to just five games after topping 60 points in each
of the past three seasons. But the Kraken need more
offensive crackle to make the playoff cut.

Lottery-bound

San Jose Sharks
Record: 9-8-3, 21 points
Playoff chances: 5.7%

The Sharks were a surprising .500 team through the first 19
games of the season thanks to Macklin Celebrini playing like
a Hart Trophy finalist. His 27 points in that span were 10
points better than teammate Will Smith to lead the Sharks,
including 10 goals.

It's a season so dominant that he might have played his way
onto the Canadian Olympic team, and rightfully so.

Cause for concern: There should be some concern about the
chiropractic health of Celebrini and the Sharks' goaltenders,
because they've carried the team on their backs so far this
season. Yaroslav Askarov and Alex Nedeljkovic have San
Jose just outside of the top 10 in team save percentage, with
Askarov in particular playing better than expected.

The Sharks probably don't have the depth to avoid the lottery
again, but they're fun and full of potential.

play
0:32
Macklin Celebrini's hat trick wins it for Sharks in OT

Macklin Celebrini scores on the power play for San Jose
Sharks

Calgary Flames
Record: 5-13-3, 13 points
Playoff chances: 5.0%

There might not be another team with a larger gulf between
its metrics (54.5% expected goals at 5-on-5) and its actual
numbers (46.3% goals for percentage, 25th in the NHL).
Much of that is due to a sputtering offense that's last in the
NHL in goals per game (2.10), thanks in no small part to the
league's most powerless power play (11.9%).

The good news is that goaltender Dustin Wolf has overcome
a frustrating start to play much better over the past few
weeks. His overall numbers haven't reflected it yet, as Wolf
is still at minus-2.6 goals saved above expected, but the
Flames' last line of defense is starting to act as such again.

Cause for concern: Is the season lost already? The Flames
(.325) had the worst points percentage in the NHL through
20 games. The conversation about the Flames trading
players like Rasmus Andersson and Nazem Kadri is starting
to go from "if?" to "when?" That's not the noise the Flames
want to hear midway through November.

Vancouver Canucks
Record: 9-10-2, 20 points
Playoff chances: 0.4%

Quinn Hughes is a rather important player for the Canucks.
Despite missing a handful of games, he led the team in
scoring with 20 points in 16 appearances, including 10 points
in three games recently. He's averaging well over 26 minutes
per game in ice time, including nearly five minutes per game
on the power play. He has been incredible, again.
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If only he had a little more help. Injuries (especially to center
Filip Chytil) and ineffectiveness have created a team that's
30th in expected goals percentage at 5-on-5 and underwater
on shot attempts (44.7%). There have been some real
offensive highlights -- Kiefer Sherwood's goal explosion,
Elias Pettersson getting near a point-per-game pace again --
and there have been some lowlights, such as Evander
Kane's start (three goals in 21 games).

Cause for concern: The Canucks' penalty kill ranked last in
the NHL heading into Tuesday night, at a putrid 67% rate.
They've given up a power-play goal in 15 games, and
multiple ones in eight games. Getting Teddy Blueger back
from injury will help, but the team is feeling the offseason
departures of Pius Suter and Dakota Joshua. Of course,
having a healthy Thatcher Demko in goal would help, too.
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The Hockey News

Hurricanes Defenseman Jalen Chatfield Takes Part In Full Team Practice; Could Be Back
Against Minnesota Wild

By: Ryan Henkel It's going to be his call," Brind'’Amour said Tuesday afternoon
Def Jalen Chatfield reioins full tice. A potential in Minnesota. "We'll see. He's been out for a little while, but |
etenseman Jalen Lhatfield rejoins 1ull practice. A potentia think if he's not in tomorrow, I'm sure he'll be back in at some

return against the Wild looms, offering a significant boost to

the Hurricanes' blueline. point on this road trip.

Chatfield's been a missed presence on the Carolina blueline

Carolina Hurricanes defe.nseman Jalen Chatfield seems to as the speedy defenseman was logging over 20 minutes a
be on the verge of returning. night before his injury.

The t?lueline t°°k. part in his first fuII. team practicg since With the team also missing Jaccob Slavin, Chatfield's
en_terlng concussion _p_rotocol following a hit by Minnesota absence only amplified that hole on the backend, but the
Wild forward Tyler Pitlick on Nov. 6. team has done an admirable job of stepping up.

The 29-year-old defender is with the Hurricanes on their However, getting him back will be a big boost to the lineup

current four-game road trip and according to Canes coach
Rod Brind'Amour, Chatfield could be back in the lineup as
soon as tomorrow.

regardless.

LINKS
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-november-19-at-minnesota
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/injury-report-chatfield-nearing-return
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/ /id/47011737/nhl-2025-26-bubble-watch-playoffs-standings-projections-matchups
https://thehockeynews.com/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/latest-news/hurricanes-defenseman-jalen-chatfield-takes-part-in-full-team-practice-
could-be-back-against-minnesota-wild

SportScan

Articles from outlets covering the Hurricanes’
upcoming opponents and league-wide news




